
Progression of Skills 

Music 

R 

Playing and exploring 
Make independent choices. 
Do things independently that they have been previously taught. 
Communication and language 
3-4 year olds 
Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
Reception 
Listen carefully to songs, paying attention to how they sound. 
Learn songs. 
Physical development 
3-4 year olds 
Increasingly be able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related 
to music and rhythm. 
Choose the right resources to carry out their plan. 
 
 

Expressive arts and design 
3 – 4 years 
Listen with increased attention to sounds 
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 
Remember and sing entire songs. 
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (pitch match) 
Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 
Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. 
Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 
Reception 
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 
Explore and engage in music making, performing solo or in groups. 
ELG: Being imaginative and expressive 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 
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1/2 

Explore and use vocal tones, 
chant and sing a wider variety 
of rhymes and songs with an 
awareness of character and/ or 
mood.  
 
Use simple vocal patterns as 
accompaniments.  
 

Demonstrate accuracy and 
control of correct technique on 
a range of untuned and tuned 
percussion instruments.  
 
Begin to play with musical 
intent.  
 

Sing and play in time and follow 
a wider range of simple 
directions, develop awareness 
of why and how to improve. 
 

Respond to, identify and use 
symbols and other graphic 
notation illustrating the musical 
dimensions including 
representations of rhythm and 
pitch. 
 

Respond to, identify, and 
distinguish between sounds 
and music in different contexts. 
 
Begin to consider how music 
illustrates the composer’s 
ideas.  
 

Think and talk about what can 
be heard, begin to explore the 
ideas behind the music and the 
feelings it creates.  
 
Use key words relating to the 
dimensions  
 

3/4 

Use the voice as an instrument, 
chant and sing expressively in 
layers including more complex 
rounds and partner songs. 
 

Develop fluency when using 
instrumental skills and 
techniques and play with 
accuracy and increased 
musicality.  
 

Recognise which 
improvements need to be made 
and use individual and group 
rehearsal skills. 
 

Understand and use detailed 
graphic notation. 
 
Use basic stave notation.  
 

Respond to, identify, compare 
and contrast sounds and music 
in different contexts and for 
different purposes.  
 
Consider the devices used by 
composers to represent ideas 
musically.  
 

Describe, discuss and share 
opinions about what can be 
heard, the context / purpose 
and impact of the music and 
the composers’ use of musical 
devices using a growing 
musical vocabulary.  
 

5/6 

Further extend imaginative 
vocal use, chant and sing in 
balanced parts with expressive 
interpretation and awareness of 
style. 
 

Demonstrate precise and 
confident instrumental skills 
and use them to perform with 
musical awareness.  
 

Recognise which refinements 
need to be made and know 
how to make them.  
 

Understand, select and use a 
range of notation for specific 
purposes including precise 
graphic notation and stave 
notation. 
 

Respond to, identify, compare 
and contrast music with an 
awareness of the music’s 
context and purpose. 
 
Understand and identify the 
composer’s intent and how this 
was achieved.  
 

Discuss and share informed 
opinions about what can be 
heard commenting on the 
context / purpose and impact of 
the music. 
 
Consider the composer’s 
musical intent and how it was 
achieved using a fluent musical 
vocabulary.  
 

 


